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I can read with ease virtually all forms of the written language,
including abstract, structurally or linguistically complex texts

concerning myself, my family, and my immediate concrete
such as manuals, specialized articles, and literary works.
With the aid of general descriptors such as these, anyone, the teacher,

surroundings, when people speak slowly and clearly.
Below is an example of the general descriptor used for reading

I can recognize familiar words and very basic phrases
comprehension on Mastery Level (or level C2):

And as a result the Descriptive Scheme of the CEFR could be enriched

with two illustrative Reference Scales with varying degrees of specificity:
o A global scale for the Common Reference Levels.

levels results in a self-assessment grid with general descriptors of out-

comes (see Appendix 1). For example, the general descriptor for listening
The global Reference Scales are elaborated further through specific

descriptors that provide detailed information and insight. Some exam-

comprehension on Breakthrough Level (or level Al) is formulated as
the curriculum developer, but also the employer, the personnel officer,

Table 1 specifies the global scale for the Common Reference Levels.
The Common Reference Levels were elaborated further through ‘can-do’
descriptors for understanding, speaking and writing, that is, for each of
the following six language activities in the Descriptive Scheme:
Cross-tabulating these six language activities with the six proficiency
or the policy maker can easily attain information on an individual’s lan-
guage proficiency. In terms of European and international affairs, this
assessment of language proficiency levels may have great relevance.
ples of specific descriptors for listening comprehension skill of the basic
breakthrough language user/learner (or level Al) are the following:
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I can understand simple directions for how to get from X to ¥,

on foot or by public transport.

I can understand numbers, prices, and times.
The detailed specification of the Descriptive Scheme through the illus-

Levels have been translated into 25 languages (as of February 2006).

2001 the CEFR with its Descriptive Scheme and the Common Reference

trative Reference Scales take the form of a descriptor bank that can be
added to, updated and edited to meet present and future needs. Since
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